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General Barnes asked what business I was en-
gaged in. I told him that since my graduation
in 1854 I had been in China and had recently
returned with an order to purchase machinery
for a machine shop ordered by Viceroy and
Generalissimo Tsang Kwoh Fan. I told him
the machinery was being made to order in Fitch-
burg, Mass., under the supervision of an
American mechanical engineer, and as it would
take at least six months before the same could
be completed, I was anxious to offer my services
to the government in the meantime as an evidence
of my loyalty and patriotism to my adopted
country. He was quite interested and pleased
with what I said.

"Well, my young friend," said he, "I thank
you very much for your offer, but since you are
charged with a responsible trust to execute for
the Chinese government, you had better return
to Fitchburg to attend to it. We have plenty of
men to serve, both as couriers and as fighting
men to go to the front." Against this peremptory
decision, I could urge nothing further, but I felt
that I had at least fulfilled my duty to my
adopted country.n          mi 11
